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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1 ) an application for patent, published under section 1 22(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1 and 4-8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
US PG Pub 2002/0194599 to Mountain et al. (hereafter referenced as Mountain). 

Regarding claim 1, "a method for displaying information of a future 
program by a television apparatus" reads on the method that provides next 
program information (abstract and 1(0008) disclosed by Mountain and 
represented in Fig. 2A. 

As to "the method comprising the steps of: receiving, by the television 
apparatus, program information" Mountain discloses (U0022) that the broadcast 
data receiver receives and process television program data (EPG). 

As to "determining, by the television apparatus, a future program of a 
currently tuned television channel from the received program information in 
response to receiving the program information" Mountain discloses (110023 and 



1J0027) that based on the EPG programming data received, receiver processes 
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and uses this data to trigger and generate a display of end of current program 
and start time of next program on the same channel as represented in Fig. 2A. 

As to "displaying information of the determined future program" Mountain 
discloses (U0023) that the message display is generated and indicates viewer 
that a new program can be viewed on the same channel as represented in Figs. 
2A-2C. 

Regarding claim 4, "the method, wherein the step of receiving program 
information comprises receiving program information comprising program guide 
data" Mountain discloses 010004) that the receiving device receives and 
generates program guide data. 

Regarding claim 5, "the method, wherein the step of receiving program 
information comprises receiving program information comprising a program 
guide" Mountain discloses 010004) that the receiving device receives and 
generates program guide. 

Regarding claim 6, "the method, wherein the step of receiving program 
information comprises receiving program information comprising data for the 
future program" Mountain discloses 0f0008) that the receiver receives data for 
next program which is about to start as represented in Fig. 2A. 
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Regarding claim 7, "the method, wherein the step of displaying 
information of the determined future program includes displaying one or more of 
a future program title, a future program time length, a future program time start 
and stop, a future program rating, a future program brief description, and a future 
program expanded description" Mountain discloses (1J0023) that the displaying 
information provided includes the program title, start time, channel number, etc. 
as represented in Figs. 2A-2C. 



Regarding claim 8, "the method, wherein the step of displaying 
information of the determined future program includes displaying the information 
of the determined future program for a predetermined period of time" Mountain 
discloses (U0007) that the display for the next program remains on the TV screen 
for a predetermined period of time. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 2, 3, and 9-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Mountain et al. in view of US Patent 6,763,522 to Kondo et al 
(hereafter referenced as Kondo). 
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Regarding claim 2, "the method, wherein the step of receiving program 
information comprises receiving program information comprising program and 
system information data" Mountain discloses (U0004 and H0022) that the EPG is 
generated from received data which includes television programming data and 
television channels. However, Mountain does not teach program information 
includes PSI data. Kondo discloses (col.2, lines 30-34) that the received 
transport stream includes PSI stream data. Therefore, it would have been 
obvious to one of the ordinary skills in the art at the time of the invention to use 
controller such as processor to display program information as taught by Kondo 
in order to provide changes of EPG to accurately display to the television viewer 
(col.2, lines 7-9). 

Regarding claim 3, "the method, wherein the step of receiving program 
information comprises receiving program information comprising program and 
system information protocol event information table data" Mountain discloses 
010005) that the EPG table includes time, program title and channel data of the 
specific program. However, Mountain does not teach program information 
includes PSI protocol table. Kondo discloses (col.2, lines 42-50) that the PSI 
streams are multiplexed to the transport protocol where PSI table protocol is 
defined by ATSC standard. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of the 
ordinary skills in the art at the time of the invention to use controller such as 
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processor to display program information as taught by Kondo in order to provide 
changes of EPG to accurately display to the television viewer (col .2, lines 7-9). 

Regarding claim 9, "a television apparatus comprising: storage configured 
for storing program information for television programs" Mountain discloses 
010022) that the list of channels/programs are stored in the memory of the 
television receiver. 

Mountain meets all the limitations of the claim except "a controller 
configured for displaying program information of a future television program of a 
currently tuned television channel in response to the television apparatus 
receiving an update of the stored program information." However, Kondo 
discloses (col. 2, lines 55-59; col.3, lines 27-48) that the processor circuit controls 
all the operation such as after processor comparing current program with stored 
program, it updates the list and EPG provides GUI to enable viewer to select a 
channel for future program using an icon as represented in Fig. 1 (element 42). 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of the ordinary skills in the art at 
the time of the invention to use controller such as processor to display program 
information as taught by Kondo in order to provide changes of EPG to accurately 
display to the television viewer (col.2, lines 7-9). 

Regarding claim 10, "the television apparatus further comprising a 
program and system information protocol processor configured for obtaining 
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program information for television programs from a program and system 
information portion of a received television signal" Kondo discloses (col. 2, lines 
34-38) that the program and system information stream provides EPG data 
carried in the transport stream as represented in Fig. 1 (element 45). Therefore, 
it would have been obvious to one of the ordinary skills in the art at the time of 
the invention to use controller such as processor to display program information 
as taught by Kondo in order to provide changes of EPG to accurately display to 
the television viewer (col. 2, lines 7-9). 

Regarding claim 11, "the television apparatus further comprising a 
program guide data processor configured for obtaining program information for 
television programs from a guide data portion of a received television signal" 
Kondo discloses (col. 5, lines 19-21; col.8, lines 8-14) that the tuner receives 
transport stream which includes audio/video and EPG data and processor sends 
the command to tuner to de-mux program information received in the device as 
represented in Fig. 1 (element 10). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one 
of the ordinary skills in the art at the time of the invention to use controller such 
as processor to display program information as taught by Kondo in order to 
provide changes of EPG to accurately display to the television viewer (col. 2, lines 
7-9). 
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Regarding claim 12, "the television apparatus further comprising a 
program guide processor configured for obtaining program information for 
television programs from a program guide portion of a received television signal" 
Kondo discloses (col. 5, lines 19-21; col.8, lines 8-14) that the tuner receives 
transport stream which includes audio/video and EPG data and processor sends 
the command to tuner to de-mux program information received in the device as 
represented in Fig. 1 (element 10). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one 
of the ordinary skills in the art at the time of the invention to use controller such 
as processor to display program information as taught by Kondo in order to 
provide changes of EPG to accurately display to the television viewer (col. 2, lines 
7-9). 

Regarding claim 13, "the television apparatus wherein the controller is 
further configured for displaying information of the determined future program 
comprising one or more of a future program title, a future program time length, a 
future program time start and stop, a future program rating, a future program brief 
description, and a future program expanded description" Mountain discloses 
(H0023) that the displaying information provided on television screen includes the 
program title, start time, channel number, etc. as represented in Figs. 2A-2C. 

Regarding claim 14, "the television apparatus wherein the controller is 
further configured for displaying information of the determined future program for 
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a predetermined period of time" Mountain discloses 010007) that the display for 
the next program remains on the TV screen for a predetermined period of time. 

Regarding claim 15, "a television apparatus comprising: means for storing 
program information for a plurality of television programs" Mountain discloses 
0I0022) that the list of channels/programs are stored in the memory of the 
television receiver. 

Mountain meets all the limitations of the claim except "means for 
controlling display of program information of a future television program of a 
currently tuned television channel in response to the television apparatus 
receiving an update of the stored program information." However, Kondo 
discloses (col. 2, lines 55-59; col.3, lines 27-48) that the processor circuit controls 
all the operation such as after processor comparing current program with stored 
program, it updates the list and EPG provides GUI to enable viewer to select a 
channel for future program using an icon as represented in Fig. 1 (element 42). 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of the ordinary skills in the art at 
the time of the invention to use controller such as processor to display program 
information as taught by Kondo in order to provide changes of EPG to accurately 
display to the television viewer (col.2, lines 7-9). 

Regarding claim 16, "the television apparatus further comprising means 
for obtaining program information for a plurality of television programs from a 
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program and system information portion of a received television signal" Kondo 
discloses (col. 2, lines 34-38) that the program and system information stream 
provides EPG data carried in the transport stream as represented in Fig. 1 
(element 45). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of the ordinary skills 
in the art at the time of the invention to use controller such as processor to 
display program information as taught by Kondo in order to provide changes of 
EPG to accurately display to the television viewer (col. 2, lines 7-9). 

Regarding claim 17, "the television apparatus further comprising means 
for obtaining program information for television programs from a guide data 
portion of a received television signal" Kondo discloses (col. 5, lines 19-21; col. 8, 
lines 8-14) that the tuner receives transport stream which includes audio/video 
and EPG data and processor sends the command to tuner to de-mux program 
information received in the device as represented in Fig. 1 (element 10). 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of the ordinary skills in the art at 
the time of the invention to use controller such as processor to display program 
information as taught by Kondo in order to provide changes of EPG to accurately 
display to the television viewer (col.2, lines 7-9). 

Regarding claim 18, "the television apparatus further comprising means 
for obtaining program information for television programs from a program guide 
portion of a received television signal" Kondo discloses (col. 5, lines 19-21; col. 8, 
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lines 8-14) that the tuner receives transport stream which includes audio/video 
and EPG data and processor sends the command to tuner to de-mux program 
information received in the device as represented in Fig. 1 (element 10). 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of the ordinary skills in the art at 
the time of the invention to use controller such as processor to display program 
information as taught by Kondo in order to provide changes of EPG to accurately 
display to the television viewer (col. 2, lines 7-9). 

Regarding claim 19, "the television apparatus wherein the means for 
controlling display includes means for displaying information of the determined 
future program comprising one or more of a future program title, a future program 
time length, a future program time start and stop, a future program rating, a 
future program brief description, and a future program expanded description" 
Mountain discloses (1f0023) that the displaying information provided on television 
screen includes the program title, start time, channel number, etc. as represented 
in Figs. 2A-2C. 

Regarding claim 20, "the television apparatus wherein the means for 
controlling display includes means for displaying information of the determined 
future program for a predetermined period of time" Mountain discloses (U0007) 
that the display for the next program remains on the TV screen for a 
predetermined period of time. 
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Conclusion 

5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

• US Patent 6,637,029 to Maissel et al. discloses intelligent electronic program 
guide. 

• US Patent 6,331 ,877 to Bennington et al. discloses program guide system 
and method. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to PINKAL CHOKSHI whose telephone number is (571) 
270-3317. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 8 - 5 pm (Alt. 
Friday off). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Brian Pendleton can be reached on 571-272-7527. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/PRC/ 

/Brian T. Pendleton/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2623 



